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245 PROSPECT PARK WEST, BROOKLYN, NY  11215

Rev. Lawrence D. Ryan, Pastor
Rev. Emmanuel Conduah, In Residence 
Rev. Joseph D’Aco, In Residence 
Deacon Edwin Arguera 
Deacon Gerry Devine 
Deacon Michael Saez

Kathryn Sisto, Coord. of Religious Education
Ivonne Rojas, Director of Music

Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  9 a.m.*
Saturday:               9 a.m., 5:30 p.m. (Vigil)
Sunday:                  7:30 am, 9 a.m.* (Spanish) 
                                11 a.m.* (Family Mass)

(* Masses are also livestreamed on our Facebook page.)

Private Prayer
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to Noon

Confessions
Saturdays: 5 - 5:20 p.m., or by appointment.

Weddings and Baptisms
Please call the Rectory.

Funerals
Please have the Funeral Home  

call the Rectory.

St. Joseph the Worker 
Catholic Academy

241 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY  11215

sjwca.org 
(718) 768-7629

Stephanie Germann, Principal

Grades 
PreK-3 

through 
8

1515thth  SUNDAYSUNDAY  
in  ordinaryin ordinary t ime t ime    

July 12,  2026July 12,  2026

“The seed sown on rich soil 
is the one who hears the word 

and understands it, 
who indeed bears f ruit 
and yields a hundred or 

sixty or thirtyfold.”
~ Matthew 13:23



ATTENTION: MEETING ROOM USERS!
The 2026-27 Meeting Room Calendar will soon open. If you wish to secure space for your group meet-
ings for the 2026-2027 Calendar Year, you must submit your schedules to Amanda Harvey-Schwartz in 
the Rectory Off ice no later than Monday, July 20, 2026.

Please list all dates individually on a sheet of paper and include: the name of the group and the Name 
and cell phone number of the group’s contact. All requests must be made in writing and will be han-
dled on a "First Come, First Served" basis.  Thank you!!

THIS WEEK @ HNJ
Sunday, July 12
10 a.m.	 Cursillo & Hispanic Comm.: Rectory Bsmt.
4 p.m.	 Spanish Guitar Lessons: Rectory Bsmt.
Wednesday, July 15
7 p.m.	 AlAnon: Rectory Basement
8 p.m.	 AA: Rectory Basement
Friday, July 17
6:30 p.m.	 Grupo de Oracion: Rectory Basement
Saturday, July 18
10 a.m.	 Mariano Group: Rectory Basement
6:30 p.m.	 AA: Rectory Basement
Sunday, July 19
10 a.m.	 Cursillo: Rectory Bsmt.
4 p.m.	 Spanish Guitar Lessons: Rectory Bsmt.

COLLECTION RESULTS
June 28, 2026

1st Collection Total to Parish...................................... $4,190
(Collection Baskets: $2,663; E-Giving: $1,527.)

2nd Collection Total to Diocese for 
Peter's Pence......................................................................$1,147
(Collection Baskets: $1,045; E-Giving: $102.)

Catch Up Collection...........................................................$653
(Late 1st Collection envelopes: $565; late Parish Building 
envelopes: $88.)

July 5, 2026
1st Collection Total to Parish.......................................$3,573
(Collection Baskets: $1,835; E-Giving: $1,738.)

2nd Collection Total to Parish................................... $1,212
(Collection Baskets: $871; E-Giving: $341.)

Catch Up Collection.......................................................... $457
(Late 1st Collection envelopes: $322; late Parish Building 
envelopes: $135.)

VISITING MISSIONARY APPEAL
July 18-19

Fr. Michal Wojciechowski, a priest of Koinonia John 
the Baptist Community who currently resides in  
South Africa, will preach a mission 
appeal at all weekend Masses in HNJ 
Church on July 18 and 19. 

 Those serving in the community 
provide services to over 900 children. 
Their social work includes faith formation, retreats, 
and nutrition— both spiritual and physical. They, 
and their good works, depend on the support of 
the faithful here at home. 

Fr. Wojciechowski's visit is being coordinated by 
the Brooklyn Diocesan Office for the Society of the 
Propagation of the Faith as part of their Summer 
Mission Appeal Program. Everything in next week-
end's Second Collections will be donated to the Koi-
nonia John the Baptist community in South Africa. 

Please note: There is a special envelope for the 
Missionary Appeal in this month's packet — it is 
marked "Missionary Cooperative Plan Collection" 
and dated July 19.

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

A NOTE FROM FR. LARRY
Congratulations to the Long Island Assembly of the 
Knights of Columbus for their 119th Independence 
Day Parade that took place on June 28. There was 
the 11 a.m. Pre-parade Mass at HNJ Church, followed 
by the parade to 3rd Avenue and 9th Street, and a 
post-parade barbecue at Holy Family-St. Thomas 
Aquinas on 9th Street. Thank you to everyone who 
worked hard to make the day a success.

I hope everyone had a good 4th of July Holiday. I 
was visiting with family on Block Island from June 
30 through July 1, and I hope to be visiting with 
other family members in Delaware from July 13 
through 15. My thanks to Frs. Joseph and Emman-
uel for helping with coverage.  

As announced at last weekend’s Masses, part of 
the second collections at this weekend’s Mass-
es (July 11/12) will be for the victims of the recent 
earthquakes in Venezuela. There is a “Parish Build-
ing Repairs” envelope for this weekend. Donations 
in those envelopes will go for that purpose to hon-
or the donors’ intent. All cash and loose checks 
will go (via the Brooklyn Diocese) to Venezuela. 

At right, you will see more information about the 
Missionary priest who will be preaching the Summer 
Mission Appeal at our weekend Masses on July 18/19.

God bless you for your generosity and I hope you 
continue to have a good summer. 



SUNDAY'S READINGS
First:        Isaiah 55:10-11

Second:    Romans 8:18-23

Gospel:    Matthew 13:1-23

The Problem of Evil
by Fr. John Kavanagh, S.J.

Creation has its cost. To be crea-
ture, not creator, is to be incom-
plete, unfinished. Created being 
is radically insuff icient to cause 
and sustain itself. Thus God, in 
willing that there be non-god, 
had to will that there be frailty 
and incompleteness. Such is the 
price of creaturehood.

And yet, even though creation is 
not God, it is still precious in its 
unfinished and dependent state. 
Think of the human hand, so 
delicate in its strength, so supple 
and alert, so sensitive and expres-
sive. Yet it can be smashed in a 
moment, cut off, wounded. Is it 
better off not to exist? Or is the 
hand, despite its frailty, glorious? 
Is its frailty its glory?

An infant’s giggle, a child’s un-
trammeled laughter—these 
disarm and delight. Yet the same 
enchanted voice can sound 
doom: utter rage and fear, alarm 
at the terrors of the night and 
the demons of the playground. 
Would it have been better to 
make us all unfeeling, unlaugh-
ing, unhurtable?

We are inherently deficient and 
wanting, inescapably vulnerable. 
Such is the pain of the earth. 
Yet the sufferings of time, Paul 
writes, are nothing compared to 
the glory revealed in us. There 
is futility in our being only if our 
being is all there is.

The flower fades and droops. The 
once young body one day sags 
and then lingers long. Flesh hard-
ens first, then melts away, cor-
ruptible, slave to space and time.

And yet we glory in it, and right-
ly so. God does as well. This pal-
try flesh, like all creation groan-
ing, longs for f inish, completion, 
and rest. Such is the glorious 
agony of our condition.

We, like the earth that gives birth 
to us, are subject to the great 
inexorable laws of rise and decay. 
We are fundamentally good, we 
are things that grow; and yet be-
cause we grow, we lack.

The name for this mystery be-
neath the formation of mountain 
ridges and spinal cords is physical 
evil, deficiency, the parasite of an 
unfinished universe that is good.

But the appearance of human 
life raised the stakes: the joys 
and the catastrophes. For into 
this world were cast creatures 
not only unfinished in their be-
ing, but in their nature. Men and 
women were gifted not just with 
life, but with life aware of itself, 
endowed with the freedom to 
aff irm or reject the limited good 
that they were.

Mountains show might, and seas 
roar, but humans utter, “Yes.” 
They might also say, “No.” And it 
was that yes or no that made us 
worth God’s f inal risk. In addi-
tion to the great play of organic 
development, there would be 
the drama of free choice. From 
such a creation would come not 
only the glories of love, but the 
catastrophes of moral evil.

Some of us would not under-
stand at all. On the paths of life, 
unrooted, our freedom is pecked 
at by passing birds. For others, 
the freedom dries and withers. 
Still others choke their choice 
in fear and worldly anxiety. But 

then, others take it all in. They 
embrace the limit of life, the gift 
of being good but not God. They 
cherish the gift of dependence 
as creatures. And they bear fruit 
a thousand times more splendid 
than the bounty of trees.

“Just as from the heavens the rain 
and snow come down and do not 
return there till they have watered 
the earth, so shall my word be that 
goes forth from my mouth. It shall 
not return to me void, but shall 
do my will, achieving the end for 
which I sent it.”   (First Reading)

© Copyright © 1997 by John F. Kavanaugh

Looking More Closely at the Word



MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, July 12
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 a.m.	 Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m.	 People of the Parish
11 a.m.	 Joseph Sirota

Monday, July 13
Our Lady of Fatima, 3rd Apparition

9 a.m.	 Ruth & Patrick McCarthy

Tuesday, July 14
St. Kateri Tekakwitha

9 a.m.	 Corazon Reselosa Villas
	 (Birthday)

Wednesday, July 15
St. Bonaventure

9 a.m.	 Edward Haggerty

Thursday, July 16
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

9 a.m.	 Eileen Galvin

Friday, July 17
9 a.m.	 Richard Lewis

Saturday, July 18
St. Camillus de Lellis

9 a.m.	 People of the Parish
5:30 p.m.	 John McDonagh 
	 Vito Coletto (27th Anniversary)

Sunday, July 19
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 a.m.	 Fr. Gary Rogers
	 (15th Anniversary)

	 Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m.	 People of the Parish
11 a.m.	 Teresa & Thomas Martin

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL
Dorothy Neil; Joan Cregg; Ann Artz; Joanne Boyle; Elizabeth 
Budgell; Billy Artz; John Passaro; Lucy Sisto; Stella Kalotkin; Zach 
Park; Eugenia Dijczuk; Violetta Torio; George Schwartz; Maria 
Schwartz; Alex Mwandiambira; Mike Fuchs; Rosanora Quiros; 
Michael Lang; Alex Sisto; Gerard Kent; Danielle S.; Deidre Murphy; 
Maureen Cullen; Diane Paul, Reese Lambert; Jean Volkes; Jack 
Cregg; Lina Pira; Christine Harkins; Mary Ann Robertson; Coach 
Donald Kent; Richard Rodriguez; Hyunja Paasch; George Capella; 
Connie Nugent; Alayne Cox; Holly Palazzo; Ted Shea; Penelope Seiss; 
Thomas Nugent; Mary Pat Stasiak; Rosauro Peña; Lisa Feldman; 
Patricia Donleavy; Bill Slattery; Camille Tiftafeh; Patrick Cregg; 
Catherine Donovan; Cheryl Jablow; and Dcn. Felipe Almendárez.

OUR RECENTLY DEPARTED LOVED ONES:
Please pray for all the members of our community who have 
gone before us into the fullness of life.

Please remember, also, all those who are enrolled in our 
Purgatorial Society, especially Sami Matos, Brook Budd, and 
Edward Haggerty.

FOOD PANTRIES
Holy Name of Jesus

at 245 Prospect Park West 
will distribute food from 
the Rectory basement 

from 1-2 p.m on Saturdays, 
July 11 & 25 and August 8 & 22. 

We currently need cereal.

Thank you to Patsy McPhie for her 
very generous donation of food.

Immaculate Heart of Mary
at 2805 Ft. Hamilton Parkway 

will distribute food to registered 
individuals on Wednesday, July 29 

from 9:30-10:45 a.m..

THE GARDENER AND THE SOIL
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

I began writing this piece by googling “how do you make soil 
fertile?” which should tell you everything you need to know 
about my own abilities as a gardener.

I remember seeing a packet of seeds in the store one summer as a 
child and convincing my mother to buy them. They were delphin-
iums, which bloom into a beautiful cone shape if you know what 
you’re doing. Alas, I didn’t. I chose for my garden a particularly dry 
spot of earth right next to my backyard playset, scattered the seeds, 
congratulated myself, and went on my merry way. I returned occa-
sionally to water the area, but only when I remembered to.

Nothing grew, not even a little sprout. I was more than heartbro-
ken — my faith was shaken. I had planted these seeds! I had wa-
tered them! (A little.) There was sunlight! All my childhood books 
and rhymes said this was all you needed. Was it all a lie?

Of course it wasn’t a lie. Seeds need soil, sunlight, water, and 
oxygen — good soil, adequate sunlight for whatever the plant is, 
and consistent water.

So what seeds need more than anything is a gardener. (At least, 
delphiniums do.)

When I hear the parable of the rich soil and the rocky ground 
in the Gospel of Matthew, I often miss the point. I think Jesus is 
trying to give me a message about how I should be. “Be better.” 
That’s what I think he’s telling me.

I forget that I am only the soil. I cannot enrich myself; all my 
efforts to do so will come to nothing. What he is telling me is to 
ask the gardener: “Make me what I need to be.”              © LPi
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Henry Myers
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

718-836-1324
TIMOTHY MYERS - LICENSE NO. 1908

HMPHLMP@AOL.COM
6727 14TH AVE., BROOKLYN NY 11219

Monty@carrollgardensplumbingsupply.com
www.carrollgardensplumbingsupply.com

Monty Matrisciani 
718-522-1001
629 Hicks Street

Brooklyn, NY 11231

ADVANCED  
GENTLE DENTISTRY

OF PARK SLOPE

718-788-8009  
443 NINTH STREET 

BETWEEN 7TH & 8TH
M-F 9AM-8PM | SAT 9AM-5PM

JIM M. SARJI, DDS       
IGOR KOSTANYAN, DDS
"The Best Dental Hygenist!"

Feel At Home In Our Office

Laser Dentistry  |  Dental Implants
Bone Grafting  |  Braces & Invisalign

Cosmetic Dentistry  |  Whitening
Painless Root Canals

Non-Traumatic Extractions  |  Oral Surgery

www.parkslopefamilydentist.com

New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

Joon Bang, M.D
Internal Medicine

Accepting new patients
200 Prospect Park West, Basement Right

Brooklyn, NY 11215

(718) 768-1264

NEW HEIGHTS  
CONSTRUCTION LLC

NYC Lic# 1191201

NewHeightsConstructionLLC.comNewHeightsConstructionLLC.com

SOPHIE SAYS GIVE US A CALL 
AND ASK FOR BIG JOHN FOR 

PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND 
BEST PRICES

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED (VISA, AMEX,  
DISCOVER, MASTERCARD)

917-642-0195 • 718-767-0044

SIDING, ROOFING & WINDOWS
Waterproofing, Gutters, Soffit &  

Fascia Repair & more
FENCES, DECKS & AWNINGS

Wrought Iron Fences, Wood Cedar, PVC, Stainless Steel, 
Chain Link, Pressure Treated & Composite Decking

KITCHEN & BATH
Complete Renovation & Remodeling,  

Expert Tile, Granite & Quartz 
MASONRY WORK

Concrete Sidewalk Violations, Porches Brick and 
Granite Steps, Paver Stones, 
Brick Pointing, Stucco, etc

INTERIOR FLOORING  
& PAINTING

CALL NOW 
FOR FREE 

ESTIMATES

CREDIT 
CARDS 

ACCEPTED!

SIDING SPECIALS: 
INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY BILLS
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOUSE

CALL NOW

Contact Scott Sheppard
ssheppard@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x1804

Joseph G. Duffy Funeral Home and M.J. Smith Sons Funeral Home are wholly owned subsidiaries of 
Service Corporation International. 1929 Allen parkway, Houston, TX 77019 • (713) 522-5141

Daniel P. Sturges
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josette@garfieldbrooklyn.com | garfieldbrooklyn.com

JOSETTE D’AMBROSI SLIVINSKI
Sales Agent - Parishioner

155 7th Avenue | 917-324-4638

Hand-Rolled Bagels
Made the old-fashion way

Full Deli
Homemade Salads & Cream Cheese

Hot Egg Sandwiches & Platters
Full Coffee Bar

Breakfast-Brunch-Lunch Catering
3 & 4-foot Bagel Wheels • Heroes

Happy Hour - 1/2 price bagels  
last hour before closing

222-222A Prospect Park West • Windsor Terrace 
718-768-3943 • TerraceBagels.com

TERRACE  
BAGELS & CAFE

More 
than just 

a bagel...

W I N D S O R
P O D I AT R Y
Philip M. Papa, DPM

Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric 
Surgery, Medicine and Surgery of the Foot

718-768-2710
66 Windsor Place • Brooklyn

(Corner of 8th Avenue)

windsorpodiatry.com

215 Prospect Park West

Leopoldi’s  
Hardware & Paints
415 5th Ave. Brooklyn, NY

(Bet. 7th - 8th Sts.)

718-499-6563

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

Leone
Funeral Home, Inc.

696 4TH AVENUE | BROOKLYN   Corner of 21st Street

718-768-4000

Pre-Need Planning Available

Raymond J. Leone • Philip V. Leone
Owners / Directors

www.leonefh.com

The Refrigeration Institute 
Train to be an Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Mechanic!

 

CALL NOW: 212-244-2588    VISIT: www.therefrigerationinstitute.com

• E.P.A. Technician 608 Certification 
• Hands on Training & Troubleshooting

• NYC Refrigerating Systems Operating Engineer’s  Written & Practical Exam Prep 
• Payment Plans Available for Qualified Applicants 

• Day & Evening Classes Available

EST. 1927

8125 7TH AVENUE • BROOKLYN
(718) 748-8400

KRISTOPHER WERBER LIC. # 1963
DONALD CASSAMASSINO LIC. # 1680

HOLY NAME 
OF JESUS

KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS

Hall Rentals:  
Call Bill 646-239-0259  
or Mike 347-489-2833

windsorknights.org

Charity and Community

15 Carroll Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231

718-797-3757
info@acerielloelectric.com
Mention this ad for 

$10 off your first service!
 www.acierelloelectric.com

THINKING OF SELLING, 
BUYING OR RENTING? 

Call me for a FREE market appraisal

Toni Oddo
Licensed Associate Broker/Member 

917-886-8145
otoni25@aol com

Ben Bay Realty Co. At The Slope | 473 16TH STREET, BROOKLYN NY 11228
www.benbayre.com

67 Hanson Place, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217

631.434.3500
www.pafcu.org


