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(* Masses are also livestreamed on our Facebook page.)

Private Prayer
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THIS WEEK @ HNJ
Sunday, January 26
10 a.m.	 Cursillo: Rectory Basement
1:15 p.m.	 Holy Hour for Life: Church
4 p.m.	 Boys Swim Team Awards: Shep. Hall
Tuesday, January 28
10:30 a.m.	 FORMED Home Group: (917) 981-8644
Wednesday, January 29
6:30 p.m.	 AlAnon: Rectory Basement
8:30 p.m.	 AA: Rectory Basement
Thursday, January 30
6:30 p.m.	 Girl Scouts: Shepherds Hall
Friday, January 31
4 p.m.	 Irish Step Dance: Shepherds Hall
7 p.m.	 Grupo de Oracion: Rectory Basement
7 p.m.	 Cub Scouts: CS Room
Saturday, February 1
8 a.m.	 Umpire Clinic: Gym
10 a.m.	 Radio Bingo Sch. Fundraiser: Shep. Hall
7 p.m.	 AA: Rectory Basement
Sunday, February 2
10 a.m.	 Cursillo: Rectory Basement
11:30 a.m.	 Hospitality Sunday: Shepherds Hall
2 p.m.	 Housing Not HiRises: Shepherds Hall

COLLECTION RESULTS
January 19, 2025

1st Collection Total to Parish.......................................$4,599
(Collection Baskets: $2,750; Faith Direct: $1,849.)

2nd Collection To Parish for Building Repairs..... $1,409
(Collection Baskets: $973; Faith Direct: $436.)
Catch Up Collection...........................................................$855
(Past 1st Collections: $625; past 2nd Collections: $230.)

This weekend's 2nd Collection will be for Churches in 
Need. This will help support pastoral programs for 
Churches in the poorer areas of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe, and Africa.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2025



A NOTE FROM FR. LARRY
Special Collection for 

Victims of Los Angeles Wildfires
Bishop Brennan has asked that all parishes in the 
Diocese take up collections to aid the victims of 
the Los Angeles Wildfires. We will do this here at 
HNJ Parish at the weekend Masses on February 
1-2. All loose cash and checks in the Second Col-
lection will be sent to the Diocese for the Wild-
f ire Victims. All Parish Building Repair envelopes 
and Second Collection Faith Direct donations will 
come to the Parish. Please note: there are no Spe-
cial Diocesan envelopes for this effort. If you wish 
to make a specif ic donation, please make a note 
on your check or place cash in a plain envelope 
marked “Los Angeles Wildfire Victims" Thank you!    

Sunday of the Work of God
This Sunday, January 26, is the Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. In his 2020 Apostolic Letter Ape-
ruit Illlis, Pope Francis declared that each year the 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time would also be the 
“Sunday of the Word of God”. In that Letter, the 
Pope explained that “devoting a specif ic Sunday 
of the liturgical year to the word of God can en-
able the Church to experience anew how the risen 
Lord opens up for us the treasury of His word and 
enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches be-
fore the world. …. The Bible cannot be just the her-

itage of some, much less a collection of books for 
the benefit of a privileged few. …. The Bible is the 
book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, 
move from dispersion and division towards unity. 
The word of God unites believers and makes them 
one people.” Please include a greater attentiveness 
to the “Word of God”, to Scripture (beginning with 
the Sunday Readings), among your spiritual goals 
for 2025. 

Catholic Schools Week
January 26 – February 1 is Catholic Schools Week, 
which will begin at Holy Name with the 10:30 a.m. 
Family Mass this Sunday. See Page 2 in this bulle-
tin—and this week’s Tablet—for more information. 
We especially celebrate our excellent aligned St. 
Joseph the Worker Catholic Academy.

Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas Day), 
World Day for Consecrated Life, & Memorial 

of St. Blaise (Blessing of the Throats)
Please see the items on Page 5 in this bulletin indi-
cating that we will be observing Candlemas Day, 
World Day for Consecrated Life, and the Memorial 
of St. Blaise at our weekend Masses on February 1-2. 
We will bless throats after the weekend Masses on 
February 1-2 and after the 9 a.m. Mass on Monday, 
February 3.                                                                V                             

THIS WEEK'S REFLECTIONS - CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Provide a strong foundation

During Catholic Schools Week, we remember 
and are thankful for the fact that the tradition of 
Catholic schools remains the same: “A Catholic 
education is an education for life.” A Catholic ed-
ucation, whether on Sundays or f ive days a week, 
provides the foundation and the tools young 
people need to grow into faithful followers of 
Christ. The patron saint of teachers, John Baptist 
de la Salle, put it best: “Enter to learn, leave to 
serve.” Support your local Catholic schools!

“Those sown on rich soil . . . bear fruit thirty and 
sixty and a hundredfold.”

All for the good
Catholic Schools Week is the perfect time to 
reflect on what we can learn from our Catholic 
schoolchildren. One young student wrote in a 
religion class report, “If you do good things, you 
will have good experiences. If you do bad things, 
you will have bad experiences.” This simple 
yet profound understanding of virtuous living 

echoes Jesus’ teaching in the gospel: “The mea-
sure you give will be the measure you get.” If we 
want the young people in our lives to lead lives of 
love and good works, we do well to model those 
actions ourselves.

“We must consider how to rouse one another to 
love and good works.”



Looking More Closely at the Word: "The Spin Cycle"Looking More Closely at the Word: "The Spin Cycle"
J esus came into this world to show us 

God’s kind, beautiful, suffering face. 
God, who cares deeply about the poor, 
the captives, the blind, and oppressed 
is truly a servant-God. God, majestic 
in His transcendence is also tender in 
His immanence. God is the God of the 
journey who never leaves His people. God 
simply waits. Generation after generation 
has wandered and fumbled to find their 
way. As we continue to stumble over the 
“gods” we create and often prefer, God 
simply reminds us that He is here.

What was the reaction when Jesus stood 
in front of those assembled in the syna-
gogue when he said, “Today this Scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing?” Some 
may have thought he was presumptu-
ous, arrogant, or even insane. Others 
who listened more with their hearts than 
their heads may have thought differently. 
They could have experienced the genu-
ine, perfect, and unconditional love that 
resonated in his flesh and knew, without a 
doubt, that they were in the presence of 
someone wonderful and remarkable.

Jesus is the ultimate and perfect testa-
ment to God’s love. His actions and words 
give witness to this truth. St. Augustine 
tells us what this love looks like, “It has 
the hands to help others. It has the feet 
to hasten to the poor and needy. It has 
eyes to see misery and want. It has ears 
to hear the sighs and sorrows of men.” 
Love finds its pinnacle in Jesus’ com-
plete and humble offering of himself on 
the cross. This is where Love’s sacrifice 
and transformation meet. This wedding 
of death and life reveals the mystery 
of God’s unconditional love and mercy. 
These are the signs for which human 
beings are constantly looking. Only God, 
through the gift of eternal life, can give 
life meaning.

God always finds us. He does not want us 
to stay lost. He sends messengers, ser-
vants, prophets, teachers, signs, prompt-
ings, and witnesses to get our attention 
so that His message can be delivered. Yet 
repeatedly, pride and arrogance convince 
us that we can do anything and every-
thing without Him. Perhaps by setting 
pride and arrogance aside, we might rec-
ognize something deeper about ourselves 
and see just how lost we really are. We 
will see what binds us and our sinfulness. 
God wants to release us from all of that 
baggage! Not only that, but God wants to 
release us from what centuries of human 

baggage has caused: world organizational 
systems and accepted standards of oper-
ating that continue to keep people poor, 
oppressed, captive, and blind to truth. We 
need to be freed not only from what we 
are doing to ourselves but from what we 
are doing to others!

We do not have to look far to see the 
devastation. Anger, frustration, starva-
tion, and violence are widespread in our 
nation and worldwide. Places once known 
to be safe are now places of anxiety and 
fear. Division, corruption, and exploita-
tion exist within all institutions. People 
are confused over who they are and what 
true happiness means. Wars are waged, 
and more violence continues to be threat-
ened. God’s creation is hurting. It’s look-
ing more like what we created than what 
God has entrusted to our care. Human life 
as a sacred gift from God has become an 
increasingly unpopular truth. Corruption 
and exploitation exist at the highest levels 
and “sins of the flesh” run rampant. We 
fail to accurately calculate the devastat-
ing cost to humans across the world and 
throughout all generations.

Are we ready to let go of the control? Of 
the need to be right? Of the need to be 
ruggedly independent? We cannot live 
without God’s Mercy, His unconditional, 
eternal, and ever-present love. We do not 
always get it right; the world does not get 
it right. The world is like a washing ma-
chine stuck on the spin cycle, relentlessly 
rotating, never quite getting where it 
needs to be. It forgets what it is supposed 
to do. It doesn’t work. It is broken.

God, as Emmanuel, came into the bro-
kenness of our world to help us fix it. The 
followers of Jesus, baptized in Christ and 
made in God’s image and likeness, have 
yet to learn that to be a servant, one 
must share. Here’s a true story: A woman 
visiting friends went to the local parish for 
early Sunday Mass. She proceeded to sit 
in a pew and in short order received a tap 
on her shoulder. “Excuse me, you are in 
my seat. Can you please move?” She got 
up and went to another pew. Beginning to 
pray and prepare for Mass, she receives 
another tap on the shoulder with the same 
request. “Excuse me, you are in my seat. 
Can you please move?” What is this, she 
thought to herself? She got up and moved 
again. Feeling a bit perturbed at this point, 
she was astonished when the exact same 
scenario happened a third time!

What happened to the woman in this 
story is a microcosm of exactly what is 
wrong with our world. These “people 
of God” who asked this woman to move 
believed they were doing nothing wrong. 
This stranger encroached on space 
believed to be rightfully theirs. After all, 
they are the regular, faithful contributors 
to this parish and are, thus, entitled to 
reserved seating, right?

Wrong. Entitlement has become one of 
our most significant problems and sins. 
We have become entitled to entitlement! 
In God’s kingdom, nobody is entitled 
to a seat, yet all are seated. Isn’t that 
wonderful? Maybe that is what the first 
hearers of Jesus’ proclamation in the syn-
agogue understood: that everyone has a 
place. No one is without a seat and what 
we do in the small matters of our lives 
affects how the big ones play out. While 
we may not have directly exacerbated 
the plight of someone suffering in an-
other part of the world, we can easily be 
responsible for making someone in our 
community feel unwelcome, unappreciat-
ed, and unloved. All actions and attitudes 
are connected to the whole, resulting in 
a ripple effect on life beyond our com-
prehension. Until we understand the 
meaning of love and grasp our reluctance 
at times to receive it, we will remain 
tethered and aimlessly spinning. We stay 
broken and lost. Jesus, Son of the living 
God, have mercy on me a sinner! 

 ~ Fr. Mark Suslenko © LPi

SUNDAY'S READINGS
Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10

1 Corinthians 12:12-30

Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21



CANDLEMAS DAY
Sunday, February 2

February 2, the Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord, is also Candlemas Day, a day when, 
by tradition, candles for the home are bless-
ed. We will have a “Blessing of the Candles “ 
immediately before all of our weekend Sun-
day Masses (including the 5:30 p.m. Saturday 
Vigil) on February 1 and 2.  

MEMORIAL OF ST. BLAISE
Monday, February 3

Monday, February 3 is the Memorial of St. Blaise, 
which traditionally is the day for the Blessing of 
Throats. At Holy Name, we will bless throats after:

•	 The 5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday, February 1, 
•	 All Masses on Sunday, February 2, and 
•	 After the 9 a.m. Mass until 10 a.m. on Monday, 

February 3.

WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
Sunday, February 2

In addition to being Candlemas and The Feast of 
the Presentation, February 2 is also World Day for 
Consecrated Life. We recognize and give thanks 
for those who have consecrated their lives to God 
and the Church through vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience.

Some join a religious congregation as sisters, 
brothers or religious priests. Some join a secular 
institute. Others remain single and make pro-
fession to God through the local bishop and are 
known as consecrated virgins.

May the light of Christ shine brightly through men 
and women who choose the consecrated life to live 
out their baptismal commitment, especially those 
who serve in the Diocese of Brooklyn now.

5 -  7  pm  |  Mass,  Dinner,  and Conversat ion
An opportun i ty  for  young men to learn more about  the

pr iesthood.

PROJECT ANDREW

FEB 8 th 2025

Presider
BISHOP ROBERT

BRENNAN

2805 Fort  Hamilton Pkwy,  Brooklyn

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

Evening of
Discernment

Fr.  Chris  Bethge
Vocation Director

vocations@diobrook.org  Ph:  718-827-2454
www.brooklynpriests .org

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY
February 2 – after 10:30 a.m. Mass

The Knights of Columbus will host Hospitality Sun-
day in Shepherds Hall after the 10:30 a.m. Family 
Mass next Sunday, February 2. 

Please join us for refreshments and fellowship 
 – everyone is welcome!

PRAYER
for Consecrated Persons

God our Father, 
we thank you for calling men and women 

to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as 
sisters, brothers, religious priests, 
consecrated virgins, and hermits, 

as well as members of Secular Institutes. 
Renew their knowledge and love of you, and 
send your Holy Spirit to help them respond 

generously and courageously 
to your will.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.

Amen.
© 2011, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops; All Rights Reserved. 



MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, January 26
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 a.m.	 Gregory Rydgyk 
	 Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m.	 Rosa Jesus Flores 
	 (2nd Anniversary)

10:30 a.m.	Rose Demarco

12 p.m.	 Annmarie Bossart

Monday, January 27
St. Angela Merici

9 a.m.	 People of the Parish

Tuesday, January 28
St. Thomas Aquinas

9 a.m.	 People of the Parish

Wednesday, January 29
9 a.m.	 William P. McNally

Thursday, January 30
9 a.m.	 People of the Parish

Friday, January 31
St. John Bosco

9 a.m.	 Dominick Byrnes

Saturday, February 1
9 a.m.	 Bill & Evelyn Murphy 
	 Edward Simonelli
5:30 p.m.	 William Elliott 
	 Anthony Gardella

Sunday, February 2
The Presentation of the Lord; Candlemas; 
World Day for Consecrated Life 

7:30 a.m.	 Int. of Eileen O'Donovan 
	 Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m.	 People of the Parish
10:30 a.m.	Mary, Anthony, Rosemarie, 		
	 Peter & Vinny Camastro
12 p.m.	 Daniel McNulty

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Please pray for the health and wholeness of all the sick and 
those who give them care, especially: Eugenia Romps; Deidre 
Murphy; Maureen Cullen; Diane Paul, Reese Lambert. Jean 
Volkes; Jack Cregg; Dora Sisto; J. M.; Mistie Owens; Frank 
Owens; Tom Duggan; Lina Pira; Linda Papio; Christine Harkins; 
Joseph Parma Delia; Mary Ann Robertson; Coach Donald 
Kent;  Richard Rodriguez; Hyunja Paasch; George Capella; John 
Marsillo; Connie Nugent; Alayne Cox; Holly Palazzo; Ted Shea; 
Penelope Seiss; Thomas Nugent; Mary Pat Stasiak; Rosauro 
Peña; Lisa Feldman; Patricia Donleavy; Bill Slattery; Camille 
Tiftafeh; Patrick Cregg; Judy Heegan; Catherine Donovan; 
Joseph Cox; Cheryl Jablow; and Dcn. Felipe Almendárez.

… AND FOR OUR DEPARTED LOVED ONES:
Please pray for the members of our community who have gone 
before us into the fullness of life, including Frances Gallagher 
and Amarilis Crisostomo Picazo. Please remember those 
enrolled in our Purgatorial Society as well.

HOLY NAME FOOD PANTRY
Serving the Community Since 1987
We will distribute food from the 

Rectory basement from 1 - 2:30 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Jan. 25 and Feb. 8 & 22.

We currently need rice & tomato sauce.

Thank you to Diane Leconte and 
OBGYN Weill Cornell Medicine Lower 
Manhattan Hospital for their recent 

generous food donation.

HOLY NAME FATHERS GUILD SPORTS NEWS
2025 Volleyball Clinic

Join us for electrifying sessions on February 8, 15 and 22, 2025. 
Our seasoned high school volleyball coach will guide you 
through expert techniques and training, all held in the gym at 
K280 (Bishop Ford).

•	 Limited spots available; registration is on a first-come, first-
served basis. Secure your spot NOW!

•	 Non-Refundable Registration - Make the commitment to ele-
vate your skills. No refunds for missed sessions!

https://holynamesports.sportngin.com/register/form/925877777

Spring 2025 Registration
Spring Registration is open for the sports listed below. Be sure 
to register early to secure your spot and any available discounts.

2025 Travel Volleyball: Offered through CYO for girls. Home 
games on Saturdays at K280 (Bishop Ford), with away games on 
weekends. Practices subject to the coach’s schedule. 

2025 Travel Softball: For girls aged 9 to 15 as of December 
31, 2024. Games on weekends in Prospect Park or nearby f ields. 
Early registration is required before January 31, 2025, to receive a 
discount!

2025 Travel Baseball: For co-ed players aged 8 to 18 as of De-
cember 31, 2024.Games on weekends in Prospect Park or nearby 
f ields. Early registration is required before January 31, 2025 to 
receive a discount!

2025 Tball: Introduction to baseball for co-ed players aged 4 to 
7 years old as of December 31, 2024. Games during the week at 
Our Lady’s Field. Early registration is required before January 31, 
2025, to receive a discount!

Additional information, and registration links for both players 
and coaches can be found on our Parish web site.


