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Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  9 am*
Saturday:               9 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
Sunday:                  7:30 am, 9 am* (Sp.), 
                                10:30 am* & Noon.

(* Masses are also livestreamed on our Facebook page.)

Private Prayer
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to Noon

Confessions
Saturdays: 5 - 5:20 p.m., or by appointment.

Weddings and Baptisms
Please call the Rectory.

Funerals
Please have the Funeral Home  

call the Rectory.

St. Joseph the Worker 
Catholic Academy

241 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY  11215

sjwca.org 
(718) 768-7629

Stephanie Germann, Principal

Grades 
PreK-3 

through 
8

THIRD THIRD 
SUNDAYSUNDAY
O F  A D V E N TO F  A D V E N T

DECEMBER 15,  2024DECEMBER 15,  2024
“I am baptizing you with water,“I am baptizing you with water,

but one mightier than I is coming.but one mightier than I is coming.
I am not worthy to loosen I am not worthy to loosen 
the thongs of his sandals.the thongs of his sandals.

He will baptize you He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and f ire.with the Holy Spirit and f ire.

~ Luke 3:16~ Luke 3:16

http://sjwca.org


THIS WEEK @ HNJ
Sunday, December 15
10 a.m.       Cursillo: Rectory Basement
1:15 p.m.     Advent Eucharistic Holy Hour: Church

Monday, December 16
7 p.m.	 Girl Scout Cookie Mtg.: Shepherds Hall
7 p.m.	 Posadas: School

Tuesday, December 17
10:30 a.m.	 FORMED Home Group: (917) 981-8644
7 p.m.	 Posadas: School

Wednesday, December 18
6:30 p.m.	 AlAnon: Rectory Basement
7 p.m.	 Posadas: School 
8:30 p.m.	 AA: Rectory Basement

Thursday, December 19
6 p.m.	 Girl Scouts: Shepherds Hall
7 p.m.	 Posadas: School

Friday, December 20
4 p.m.	 Irish Step Dance: Shepherds Hall
6 p.m.	 Youth Group: Religious Ed. Room
6:30 p.m.	 Grupo de Oracion/Posadas: Rec. Bsmt.
7 p.m.	 Cub Scouts: School Basement

Saturday, December 21
8 a.m.	 Brooklyn Quilters: Shepherds Hall
7 p.m.	 AA: Rectory Basement
7 p.m.	 Posadas: School

Sunday, December 22
10 a.m.       Cursillo: Rectory Basement
1:15 p.m.     Advent Eucharistic Holy Hour: Church
7 p.m.	 Posadas: School

COLLECTION RESULTS
DECEMBER 1, 2024

First Collection Total To Parish.................................$3,934
(This includes $2,044 from collection baskets and $1,890 
from Faith Direct.)

Second Collection Total To Parish............................$1,020
(This includes $770 from collection baskets and $250 
from Faith Direct.)

Catch Up Collection........................................................... $180
(This includes $120 from past First Collections and $60 
from past Second Collections.)

WINTER HATS & GLOVES NEEDED
Knights of Columbus Holy Name Council 4783, 
in partnership with Holy Name of Jesus Church, 
is collecting winter hats and gloves for the local 
charity, CHiPS. Please wrap your donations sepa-
rately and place them in the box marked "KofC / HNJ 
Hats & Gloves" in the vestibule of the Church as soon 
as possible. CHiPS welcomes gifts for both men and 
women, but asks that you clearly mark each gift “M” 
or “F” to facilitate distribution.

All gifts must be in the box no later than Sunday, 
December 15 to ensure Members of the KofC can 
deliver the packages to CHiPS in time for Christmas. 

Thank you for your support!

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 2024
BENEFITING CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

OF BROOKLYN & QUEENS
This year, we are collecting toys to help Catholic 
Charities of Brooklyn & Queens make Christmas 
a bit brighter for the people they serve. 

Please take a gift tag from the tree and bring 
in your unwrapped toy(s) as soon as you can. All 
gifts must be placed in the box marked "Catho-
lic Charities" in the Church vestibule by Sunday, 
December 15 to ensure the children will receive 
them in time for Christmas, but bringing them 

even earlier will be a big help!

Gift cards are also greatly appreciat-
ed. If you do opt for gift cards, we 

urge you to deliver them to the 
Rectory Off ice or place them in 

the Collection Baskets as Mass 
to prevent them from being 
lost. Please do not place gift 
cards in the Toy Box.

Thank you for your kindness!

Deadline for Winter Hats & Gloves
and HNJ’s Giving Tree is 

this Sunday, December 15. 



A NOTE FROM FR. LARRY
Last weekend was very full at HNJ Parish. Satur-
day was our Parish observance of the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. The day began at 5:30 a.m. in 
the Church with Las Mananitas, which is a form of 
morning prayer combining Marian hymns with the 
recitation of the Rosary. At 12:30, there was a pro-
cession through the local streets with the statue 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. At 2 p.m., our Diocesan 
Bishop Robert Brennan presided and preached at 
a Mass in Spanish, which was followed by a Fiesta 
in Shepherds Hall. I want to thank Dago and Blanca 
Gil, Rogelio and Juana Bravo, and all the other vol-
unteers who worked so hard to make this import-
ant day a success.

On Saturday evening, a fleet of car service vans 
transported twenty-five HNJ parish attendees to / 
from St. Joseph’s Co-Cathedral for an Advent Wor-
ship Service that included Eucharistic Adoration 
presided over by Bishop Brennan and the beautiful 
Praise and Worship music of Matt Maher and Sarah 
Kroger. On Sunday morning, our aligned St. Joseph 
the Worker Catholic Academy filled Shepherds 
Hall with parents and children for the Academy’s 
“Brunch with Santa”. By the time you read this, 
the December 12 Fathers Guild and December 14 
Parish Christmas Tree Lightings, and the Decem-
ber 14 Parish Advent Day of Reflection, will have 
already taken place.

As noted on Page 6, Monday, December 16 is 
Reconciliation Monday when Confessions will be 
heard in HNJ Church (and in all the Churches in 
this and nearby Dioceses) from 2-4 and 6-9 p.m..  
We will also have Eucharistic Holy Hours at about 
1:15 p.m. on Sundays, December 15 and 22. Please 
make a good Confession and try to spend some 
extra time in prayer (especially prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament) before the end of Advent. 
Confessions will be heard outside the door next to 
St. Joseph’s Altar. We will use a kneeler equipped 
with a Confessional screen, providing the person 
going to Confession with the choice of confessing 
anonymously (kneeling on the kneeler) or face-to-
face (walking around the kneeler to sit on a chair 
facing the priest.)

Our Schedule of Masses for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day appears at right. All of the Masses 
listed will, of course, fulf ill the Mass attendance 
obligation for Christmas. Please be aware that the 
Family Mass (with the Children’s Pageant) will 
be at 4 p.m. on Christmas Eve. We will not have a 
pageant at the 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.

This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, also 
known as Gaudete or “Rejoice” Sunday because of 

the word “Rejoice” at the beginning of the Entrance 
Antiphon and the Second Reading. It is a Sunday 
on which priests wear rose-colored vestments. (See 
“Lighting the Rose Candle” on the next page.) 

I’ll close by again respectfully asking that you, if you 
have not yet done so, make an end-of-year donation 
to help pay for the $350,000 in major sidewalk and 
asphalt replacement and repairs we will be doing 
during the warmer months of 2025. We are still far 
behind where we need to be. Please mark your do-
nation checks “Sidewalks & Asphalt”. Thank you and 
God bless you for your generosity.                               V

Advent 2024 At HNJ
Third Sunday of Advent, December 15

1:15 p.m. Eucharistic Holy Hour

Monday, December 16
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Reconciliation Monday (Confessions)

Sunday, December 22
1:15 p.m. Eucharistic Holy Hour

All events will take place in HNJ Church unless otherwise noted.

Ch r i s t m a s 2024 Ch r i s t m a s 2024 
Ma s s Sc h e d u l eMa s s Sc h e d u l e

Tuesday, December 24:
9 a.m. Weekday Mass

CHRISTMAS EVE
3:15 - 3:45 p.m. Confessions

4 p.m. Family Mass
(with Pageant)

5:30 p.m. Mass
10 p.m. Spanish Mass
12 a.m. Midnight Mass

(Carols begin at 11:30 p.m.)

Wednesday, December 25:
CHRISTMAS DAY

7:30 a.m. Mass
12 Noon Mass

All of the above will also be live-streamed 
on our Parish Facebook page.



Advent Eucharist icAdvent Eucharist ic
H O LY H O U R SH O LY H O U R S

Sundays, December 15 & 22 Sundays, December 15 & 22 
at 1:15 p.m.at 1:15 p.m.

Holy Name of JesusHoly Name of Jesus
245 Prospect Park West245 Prospect Park West

Brooklyn, NY  11215Brooklyn, NY  11215

andand

via livestream on:via livestream on:
facebook.com/holynamebrooklynfacebook.com/holynamebrooklyn

Our special Advent devotions will include Our special Advent devotions will include 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 

 time for quiet prayer & reflection,   time for quiet prayer & reflection,  
and Benediction.and Benediction.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Please include the names of those you wish to me-
morialize or honor, and place your envelope in the 
collection basket, or deliver it to the Rectory. The 
suggested donation is $15 for each memorial.

If you don’t have a Christmas Flowers 
envelope, please write “Christmas 
Flowers” on a plain one and provide 
us with your name, the name(s) of 
those you wish to memorialize or 
honor, and your donation. 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES 
Due to the holiday schedule, our Bulletin company 
has given us early printing deadlines through the 
end of 2024. Please contact the Rectory Off ice for 

guidance if your Parish Group has a notice they wish 
to have published before January 5, 2025. 

Looking More Closely at the WordLooking More Closely at the Word
Sunday’s Readings: 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18

On a bright Spring morning, a passerby once saw 
St. Francis of Assisi hoeing a row of beans and 
asked him, “What would you be doing right now 
if you knew this was the last day of your earthly 
life?” The Saint responded, “I’d keep hoeing this 
row of beans.” Preparing for this world to end — 
whether by our death or by Jesus’ glorious coming 
— invites us to live not in the past or the present, 
but deeply in the present moment.

This same point is on display in the simple advice 
given by the wild and eccentric John the Bap-
tist. He speaks of the one who is to come who 
will baptize “with the Holy Spirit and f ire” (Luke 
3:16). Despite the bizarre awesomeness of this 
announcement, he tells his listeners to engage in 
the present moment with simple acts of justice 
and love as their preparation for Jesus’ coming, 
sharing their clothes and food, eliminating greedy 
and underhanded practices, being content with 
their wages. It’s so undramatic. But how many ac-
tually did it? We don’t know. How many of us will 
commit ourselves to these types of humble and 
demanding practices in our lives? That’s what we 
should be doing now in our present moment, not 
worrying about the future.

Advent challenge: Name one way you are doing the 
bare minimum towards others in your daily life. Or 
name something you are doing because you are not 
content with your financial situation. Pray: “Jesus, 
if it is your will, help me to stop doing these things 
this week. Help me prepare for your coming.” Then 
make the appropriate changes.  ~ Father John Muir  ©LPi

 PRAYER FOR THE 3RD WEEK OF ADVENT
Through the intercession of St. John the Baptist, 

help us to remember the least fortunate, and 
how caring for them shares in the caring of the 
beloved Christ-child. Bring Your generosity into 

our community. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ROSE CANDLE 
Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a 
circle of evergreen branches into which four candles 
are inserted, representing the four weeks of Advent. 
Ideally, three candles are purple, and one is rose, but 
white candles can also be used. The purple candles 
symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sac-
rifices and goods works undertaken at this time. 

The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete 
Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments 
at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, 

because the faithful have arrived at 
the midpoint of Advent, when their 
preparation is now half over, and 
they are close to Christmas. The pro-
gressive lighting of the candles sym-
bolizes the expectation and hope 
surrounding our Lord’s first coming 
into the world and the anticipation 
of his second coming to judge the 
living and the dead.               © 2021, USCCB



MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, December 15
Third Sunday of Advent; Gaudete Sunday

7:30 a.m.	 Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m.	 Maria Dia (5º aniversario)

10:30 a.m.	Pablo & Eva Sierra

12 p.m.	 Jack Montalbano

Monday, December 16
9 a.m.	 Duffy & Reynolds Family

Tuesday, December 17
9 a.m.	 Virginia Reselosa

Wednesday, December 18
9 a.m.	 Anthony Masella

Thursday, December 19
9 a.m.	 Ruth & Patrick McCarthy

Friday, December 20
9 a.m.	 James & Margaret Galligan

Saturday, December 21
St. Peter Canisius

9 a.m.	 John & Ann Duffy 
	 Pablo Tarculas Reselosa
5:30 p.m.	 Andrew & Beatrice Galligan 
	 Walter & Marha Kash 
	 Daniel Sullivan

Sunday, December 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:30 a.m.	 Parish Purgatorial Society

9 a.m.	 People of the Parish

10:30 a.m.	Edward Lorme
12 p.m.	 Deceased Members of the 
	 Bianchi Family

MEMORIALS
The Sanctuary Lamp will be lit for the week in memory of 
Sarah Paynton as requested by her loving family. 

The Altar Candles will be lit for the week in loving memory of 
Geraldine Treyman as requested by Ben.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Please pray for the health and wholeness of all the sick and 
those who give them care, especially: Maureen Cullen; Diane 
Paul, Reese Lambert. Jean Volkes; Jack Cregg; Dora Sisto; J. M.; 
Mistie Owens; Frank Owens; Tom Duggan; Lina Pira; Linda Papio; 
Christine Harkins; Joseph Parma Delia; Mary Ann Robertson; 
Coach Donald Kent;  Richard Rodriguez; Hyunja Paasch; George 
Capella; John Marsillo; Connie Nugent; Alayne Cox; Holly Palazzo; 
Ted Shea; Penelope Seiss; Thomas Nugent; Mary Pat Stasiak; 
Rosauro Peña; Lisa Feldman; Patricia Donleavy; Bill Slattery; 
Camille Tiftafeh; Patrick Cregg; Judy Heegan; Catherine Donovan; 
Joseph Cox; Cheryl Jablow; and Dcn. Felipe Almendárez.

… AND FOR OUR DEPARTED LOVED ONES:
Please pray for those members of our community who have gone 
before us into the fullness of life, especially Katherine Wagner 
and Judith A. Quinn. Please remember those enrolled in our 
Purgatorial Society as well.

HOLY NAME FOOD PANTRY
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1987

The Food Pantry will distribute food 
from the Rectory basement 

from 1 - 2:30 p.m. on Saturdays, 
December 14 & 28 and 

January 11 and 25.

We currently need pasta, jelly and jam.

Thank you, Michele and Larry Nardo, 
for your recent generous donation in 
memory of the deceased members of 
the Devine Nardo Families. Thank you, 
also, to the teachers & parents at PS10 

for their recent Thanksgiving/Christmas 
food drive for our food pantry.

Abigail Hope Sanchez - July 21
Ariana Grace Sanchez - July 21

Matthew Michael O’Loughlin - August 4
Julia Ligliwa Magalong - August 10
Camila Calixto-Juarez - August 14

Benjamin Victor Baboolal - September 7
Andre Lou O’Callaghan - September 7
Jesse Daniel Barrett - September 28

Clara Jane Thomas - October 5
Kieran George Brazell - November 9

Michael Dennis Monahan-Gleason - December 1

We congratulate our newest Catholic Christians, 
their parents, Godparents, and all their loved ones.

We ask, Oh Lord, that these children grow in wisdom, 
knowledge and understanding to know you.

We ask that from henceforth, 
the Holy Spirit will continually be their guardian.

We ask that you let your love radiate 
over these children and their families 

as we welcome them into the body of Christ.

Amen.

Please contact the Rectory Off ice to inquire about Baptisms.

The following children have been 
Baptized in HNJ Church  

since July 21, 2024:



Confessions will be available in HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHURCH at the above 
times. We invite you to make a good confession in preparation for Christmas.

How to go to Confession

1.	 You always have the option to go to confes-
sion anonymously, that is, behind a screen 
or face to face, if you so desire.

2.	 After the priest greets you in the name of 
Christ, make the sign of the cross. He may 
choose to recite a reading from Scripture, 
after which you say: “Bless me Father for 
I have sinned. It has been (state how long) 
since my last confession. These are my sins.”

3.	 Tell your sins simply and honestly to the 
priest. You might even want to discuss the 
circumstances and the root causes of your 
sins and ask the priest for advice or direction.

4.	 Listen to the advice the priest gives you and 
accept the penance from him. Then make an 
Act of Contrition for your sins.

5.	 The priest will then dismiss you with the 
words of praise: “Give thanks to the Lord for 
He is good.” You respond: “For His mercy en-
dures forever.” The priest will then conclude 
with: “The Lord has freed you from your sins. 
Go in peace.” And you respond by saying: 
“Thanks be to God.”

6.	 Spend some time with Our Lord thanking and 
praising Him for the gift of His mercy. Try to 

perform your penance as soon as possible. 
 
 

Prayer Before Confession

O most merciful God! Prostrate at your feet, 
I implore your forgiveness. I sincerely desire 

to leave all my evil ways and to confess my 
sins with all sincerity to you 

and to your priest.
I am a sinner, have mercy on me, O Lord. 

Give me a lively faith and a firm hope in the 
Passion of my Redeemer.

Give me, for your mercy’s sake a sorrow for 
having offended so good a God. Mary, my 

mother, refuge of sinners, pray for me that I 
may make a good confession. Amen.

An Act of Contrition

Oh my God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
And failing to do good,
I have sinned against you
whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with your help,
to do penance,
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us.
In His name, my God, have mercy.
Amen.


