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Holy Name of Jesus Church is open with COVID-19 safety protocols in place. Attendance, masking, and social dis-

tancing guidelines must by observed at all times.

Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m.*
Saturday: 9 a.m.; 5:30 p.m. (Vigil)

Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m.* (Spanish), 10:30 a.m.*, Noon.

Masses noted with * are also live streamed on our Facebook page.

Church Open for Private Prayer
Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to Noon.

HoLy NAME RECTORY
245 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215-5807
(718) 768-3071 « Fax (718) 369-2039

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday - Friday

Masking and Social distancing guidelines must be followed.

For health and safety reasons, please try to conduct
Rectory business by phone whenever possible.

Confessions
By Appointment

Baptisms
Please call the Rectory for an Appointment

Weddings
Please call the Rectory for an Appointment

Funerals
Please contact the Rectory

Hory NAME RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Hours by appointment

email: hnjreligioused@gmail.com or call (718) 768-7629

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER CATHOLIC ACADEMY

241 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215-5807
(718) 768-7629 « Fax: (718) 768-3007

School Website: WWW.SJWCA.ORG



http://www.holynamebrooklyn.com
http://www.facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn
mailto:%20hnjbrooklyn%40gmail.com?subject=
http://WWW.SJWCA.ORG

HoLy NAME OF JESUS CHURCH

4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 20, 2020

COLLECTION RESULTS

DECEMBER 13, 2020 TOTAL TO PARISH: $5,682
(Includes: $1,352 in church envelopes, 5884 loose cash and
checks in baskets from Weekly 1* Collection, and 52,567 from
Faith Direct and $2,347 for Parish Building Repair Collection
from Faith Direct)

TOTAL TO DIOCESE FOR SECOND COLLECTION FOR
RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT: .....vveeeeueeresnnescnesssnnenssnenes $1,853
(This includes $945 in 2" Collection envelopes for Religious
Retirement and $908 from Faith Direct)

Catch Up Collection: ......ccceeeeeeeeiieeieeeieeeiienieeeennn $2,356
(This includes 52,080 from 1°t Collection envelopes and 5276
from Parish Building Repair envelopes from previous weeks)

TOTAL TO DIOCESE FOR SECOND COLLECTION FOR

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT: . .ccccterererecrerecenrecesesecnssacanses 5817
(This includes $685 from 2" Collection envelopes for Human
Development and $132 from Faith Direct)

The Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 2™ Collections will be

for Catholic Charities. During these COVID times, many more
of our neighbors rely on Catholic Charities for support with
basic needs and the tools to achieve self-sufficiency. Catholic
Charities needs you to help them assist our community.

Thank you for your generosity!
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HNJ Christmas Mass Schedule

CHRISTMAS EVE - THURSDAY, DEC. 24
4 p.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Family Mass
10 p.m. Spanish Mass

12 a.m. Midnight Mass
(Carols begin at 11:30 p.m.)

CHRISTMAS DAY - FRIDAY, DEC. 25
7:30 a.m. Mass

12 Noon Mass

All Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses will
also be livestreamed on our parish Facebook page.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND CHURCH DECORATIONS

Please include the names of those you wish to memorialize
and put your envelope in the collection basket, or deliver
it to the Rectory, by Monday, December 21 to ensure the
names are included in next weekend’s bulletin. (Anything
received after that date will be posted in a future bulletin.)
The suggested donation is $15 for each memorial.

If you don’t have a Christmas Flowers
envelope, please write “Christmas
Flowers” on a plain one and provide us
with your name, the names of those you
wish to memorialize, and your donation.




A NOTE FROM FR. LARRY

I’'m writing this note on Wednesday afternoon as
the first flakes of the evening’s large snowstorm are begin-
ning to fall.

| want to thank Anthony Caccamo and the vol-
unteers who organized last Friday evening’s Virtual Holy
Name Father’s Guild Christmas Tree Lighting in Mary’s
Field. It was an extra-special event this year because it
honored Thomas Larkin and Patrick Heaney, both of whom
passed away (much too soon) during the past year. Tom
and Pat were wonderful family men who served the Fa-
ther’s Guild (which coordinates HNJ’s Youth Sports Pro-
gram) and the Parish well for many, many years.

| also want to thank Dago and Blanca Gil, Rogelio
and Juana Bravo, Deacon Michael Saez, our Director of Mu-
sic, Ivonne Rojas and all of the other people who worked so
hard to make last Saturday’s parish observance of the Feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe a success. COVID-19 precautions
made this year’s observance different (like so many other
things), but under the leadership of Dago, Blanca, Rogelio,
Juana, Deacon Mike and Ivonne, all worked out very well.

See items elsewhere in this bulletin for Reconciliation
Monday, with confessions being heard in the Church (observ-
ing all precautions) from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on that date, and
our full Christmas Eve and Christmas Day schedule of Masses.
Please try to make a good confession before Christmas.

The Post Office seems to have finally begun to de-
liver my Christmas letter along with the Christmas Flowers,
Christmas Remembrance, and Parish Christmas envelopes.
The Christmas Flowers envelopes have, understandably,
only begun to come in. We will therefore postpone publish-
ing our traditional list of Christmas Flower memorials and
donors at least until next week’s bulletin.

| hope to see as many of you as possible at our
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses. We will be
observing all COVID safety protocols, and Shepherds Hall
will be available for overflow seating. However, this may be
my last opportunity to wish some of you and your families
a Blessed and Merry Christmas. In my Christmas letter, |
acknowledged all of the physical, spiritual, emotional, and
economic hardships the COVID-19 pandemic has caused for
so many people, all of whom remain in our prayers. How-
ever, | also observed that the fact that our Church and our
aligned St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Academy have been
able tor remain open and the beginning of the distribution
of the anti-COVID vaccines are all signs of hope, a virtue
we could all use more of and one closely associated with
Advent and Christmas. | closed my letter as follows:

“As we approach Christmas we celebrate once
again the birth of Christ, the Light of the World. Our
celebration this year will be more meaningful because
it reminds us that Christ’s light continues to combat the

darkness of the past year. Thank you for your prayers and
generous financial support which have been essential for
the parish to remain open. Be assured that | will continue
to try to serve you as priest and pastor to the best of my
ability. Through the intercession of Mary, may the Infant
Jesus, born into the world on the first Christmas Day, bring
peace, joy, and especially hope into your hearts and lives
on Christmas Day, 2020.”

A Blessed, Healthy, and Merry Christmas to you
and your loved ones.

Scripture Insights
This Sunday’s readings:
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12. 14a. 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

“THE MATERIALISM OF CHRISTMAS

Christmas is a time of year when we are bombarded with
material things. We see, smell, taste and hear this festive time
of year and are reminded of the infant birth with Christmas
cards, songs, nativity sets, decorations. The gifts that we
exchange with friends, family and colleagues are symbolic of
the gifts given by the Three wise men to the infant Jesus. Of
course, the best Christmas present is given to every person on
earth - that is, Hope in the Word made flesh. Sometimes people
go on about the real meaning of Christmas, but I think it just
boils down to this - Christmas is a time for contemplating

the mystery of the Incarnation; contemplating this gift of
hope, and the mystery of this wee baby Jesus being born in a
manget, in a humble stable, with the Holy Family around him,
born both human and divine in nature.

As we read in this Sunday’s Gospel, Mary was chosen by
God, even before she was born, to be the creature who would
be asked to bear the Son of God. Christ’s birth sanctified the
virginity of Mary, and her spiritual motherhood extends to

all of humanity whom Christ came to save. The Christmas
story has the theme of the Son of Man being born into this
world, into a somewhat destitute situation with no proper
accommodation, in the busy town of Jerusalem during a
census. But it all worked out fantastically. The story of the
birth of Jesus is one of hope in adverse conditions. Soon after
being born, the Holy family ended up as refugees, going into
Egypt. The Son of Man, the Word made flesh - ended up

just like the millions of refugees who have fled the Middle
East because of Islamic State, or due to some other form

of persecution. But, good prevailed over the wickedness of
Herod. The Christmas mystery that is full of hope is, of course,
concluded thirty-something years later with the Passion, death
and resurrection of this same infant Jesus. This supernatural
series of events, culminates in this promise: that if we believe
in Christ and act meritoriously in the sight of God, we will
have eternal life. Jesus had to be born into this world, and die
in the way that He did, for this to be possible.

Continued on next page...


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122020.cfm
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

7:30a.m. Parish Purgatorial Society
Mary & James Sullivan
9a.m. The People of the Parish

Amantina Dominguez
(1t Anniversary)

10:30 a.m. Daniel Sullivan

12 p.m. Walter & Martha Kash

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church

Pablo Tarculas Reselosa
(Anniversary)

9a.m.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
John & Ann Duffy

9a.m.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23
St. John of Kanty, Priest

Frank & Sarah O’Toole

9a.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24

9a.m. William J. MNally

4 p.m. Nicola A. Sisto, Sr.

5:30 p.m. John M°Hugh

10p.m.  The People of the Parish
9a.m. Anthony & Mary Pergolizzi

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day)
Nicholas Guido
Carmella Cascella

9a.m.

12 p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
St. Stephen, the 1 Martyr

9a.m. John Cain
Thomas Martin
Thomas Conlon

5:30 p.m. Pauline Guido

(1t Anniversary)

James & Margaret Galligan
Patrick Monahan

Timothy Horan

Howard & Anne Ducey

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

7:30a.m. Parish Purgatorial Society
John Cain
9a.m. The People of the Parish

10:30a.m. Francis Avitabile

12 p.m. Patricia Madden Sheehan

Memorials

The Hosts have been donated in memory of
John Hickey, for his birthday, and Billy Zitelli
by Ellen Zitelli

The Sanctuary Lamp has been donated in memory of
Richard T. Swenson, Sr. and Richard T. Swenson, Jr.
by their loving family.

Please Pray For Those Who Are IlI:

Please pray for the health and wholeness of all the sick and those who give
them care, especially: Tim DeMarco; Christina DeRosa; Msgr. Michael Curran;
Thomas and Peggy Flynn; Sr. Mary Lou McGrath, S.C.; Will Sutherland; Mr.

& Mrs. Steve Christopher; Tracy Pye; Nicoletta Cordero; Kathleen O'Donnell;
John Passaro; Marie Racioppo; James Flannagan; Joseph Cox; Madison P. Levy;
Vincent Camastro; Cheryl Jablow; Jean Thomas; Rosie Pira-Ursino; Marilyn
Bloom; and all those afflicted with the Coronavirus.

(Names will remain on the Sick List for a four-week period. Please call the Rectory If you
would like to have a name remain for a longer period of time or be returned to the List.)

... and For Our Departed Loved Ones:

We ask for your prayers for those of our community who have gone before us
into the fullness of life and for those they have left behind. Please remember
those enrolled in our Purgatorial Society, as well.

...Continued from previous page

THE MATERIALISM OF CHRISTMAS

In the story of the Nativity, there is also the theme of courage. The courage of Mary
in accepting the message of the Angel Gabriel, accepting her role as handmaid of
the Lord. We later see the courage and the perseverance of Joseph, in accepting his
role in the Holy Family. Then we have the courage of the three wise men who risk
everything in defiance of King Herod, after being led by supernatural forces to the
baby Jesus.

It is fitting that we enjoy Christmas as a material and real celebration, to mark the
nativity of the Lord. The incarnation was a real, material event in human history
and was vitally important in bringing a message of hope to the world. It is good and
appropriate to celebrate Christmas, to have material gifts, food, and all the things
that make this a special time of year. A time of year which is material and sensory,
is appropriate given that the Son of Man also had the same senses that we have.
We smell the smells of Christmas - the mulled wine, the cloves and cinnamon, the
roasting turkey and puddings. We hear the Christmas carols, and more importantly
we hear and experience the Christmas liturgy as we approach the celebration of the
Nativity of our Lord. The Lord Jesus is made present to us in real food, something
we can see and taste. The Eucharist is our spiritual food, made as real to us as the
experience of Christmas, through our senses. What we experience in the Eucharist
is the everlasting result of the incarnation, which is the victory and joy that results
from the Passion and resurrection of Jesus.”

(Fr. Luke Doherty, O.P., www.torch.op.org, 12/11/17)
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~ Luke 1:35



