
Holy Name of Jesus Church
245 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY  11215

Rev. Lawrence D. Ryan, Pastor
Tel: (718) 768-3071	 Fax: (718) 369-2039
www.holynamebrooklyn.com	 facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn

Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m.*
Saturday: 9 a.m.; 5:30 p.m. (Vigil)
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m.* (Spanish), 10:30 a.m.*, Noon.

Masses noted with * are also live streamed on our Facebook page. 

Church Open for Private Prayer:
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to Noon
Confessions:
Saturdays, 4:50 - 5:20 p.m. in the Church; or by appointment
Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals:  Please call the Rectory

A Note From Fr. Larry
Those of you who attended the 10:30 a.m. Mass on March 7 or March 14, or will attend the 10:30 a.m. 

this Sunday, March 21, will notice a difference from other Masses: After the homily at each of the three Mass-
es, we celebrated, or will celebrate, the First, Second and Third Scrutiny of Rhiannon and Michael Marusarz, 
the participants in our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) program who will be receiving the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation at our Easter Vigil. The Scrutinies are ancient rites. As their name 
suggests, they used to involve an examination of those who were preparing to receive the Sacraments for the 
first time. They now focus more on prayer for the new Sacrament-recipients, and serve as an invitation for 
them to “scrutinize” their progress on their faith journeys as they move closer to the Lord through the Church 
and the Church’s Sacraments. The rest of us present at those Masses were, or will be, invited to pray for the 
new Sacrament-recipients. We’ll also be invited to scrutinize ourselves regarding our fidelity to the Sacraments 
of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation) that most of us were blessed to receive much earlier in our lives. 
We should place emphasis on how well we are living up to, and living out, the promises we — or more likely, 
our parents and godparents — made at our Baptisms. Even if you were not / are not present for the Scrutinies 
at Mass, the invitation to self-scrutinize is something each of us can benefit from as we complete Lent and look 
forward to renewing our Baptismal promises on Easter Sunday. We pray for our candidates in their final weeks 
of preparation, and for their reception of the Sacraments. We also thank Maryellen Keogh, our RCIA instructor, 
for her months of hard work in the program this year.

Please see the schedule for Holy Week on the next page of this Bulletin. Again, please note that Mon-
day, March 29, is Reconciliation Monday when Confessions will be heard from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. in our own HNJ 
Church as well as in every Church in the Diocese of Brooklyn and the Archdiocese of New York. Also, please 
keep in mind that (unlike last year!) HNJ Church will be open so that all can physically attend the powerful 

Fifth Sunday in LentFifth Sunday in Lent
March 21, 2021March 21, 2021

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 

but if it dies, it produces much fruit.  but if it dies, it produces much fruit.  ~ John 12:24~ John 12:24

(continued on page 3…)

http://www.holynamebrooklyn.com
https://www.facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn


Our Church will be open for Confessions

March 29, 2021
3 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Collection Results — February 14, 2021
1ST COLLECTION TOTAL TO PARISH.........................$5,016
(This includes: $1,788 in church envelopes, $759 in loose cash and 
checks in baskets and $2,469 from Faith Direct weekly collection.)

2ND COLLECTION TOTAL TO DIOCESE FOR CATHOLIC 
RELIEF SERVICES (This will be announced next week.)

CATCH UP COLLECTION.........................................$1,508
(This includes $1,205 in previous 1st collection envelopes 
and $303 in 2nd collection Parish Building Repair envelopes.)

Thank you and God bless you for your support. 

5th Sunday in Lent	 March 21, 2021

Holy Week at HNJ
Palm Sunday, March 28

5:30 p.m. Saturday
7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Spanish)*

10:30 a.m.* & 12 Noon

Reconciliation Monday, March 29
Confessions will be heard in the Church  

from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Holy Thursday, April 1
9 a.m. Morning Prayer*

7:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Bilingual)*

Good Friday, April 2
9 a.m. Morning Prayer*

3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English)*
7:30 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (Spanish)*

Holy Saturday, April 3
9 a.m. Morning Prayer*

7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass (Bilingual)*

Easter Sunday, April 4
Mass will be celebrated at

7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Spanish)*, 10:30 a.m.* & 12 Noon

*These Services will be livestreamed at: 
 Facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn

Lenten Schedule
Holy Hours

Mondays at 7 p.m. in the Church and via livestream. 
Stations of the Cross

Mondays (English):  during the 7 p.m. Holy Hour
Fridays (English):   after the 9 a.m. Mass
Fridays (Spanish):  7 p.m.

Confessions
Saturday Evenings:  4:50 - 5:20 p.m. (in the Church)
Confessions will also be available in the Rectory, 

by appointment. Please call (718) 768-3071.

Easter Flowers and the Paschal Candle
You are invited to honor deceased friends and family 
members by making a donation toward the Easter Flow-
ers, Paschal Candle and Church Decorations.

Please submit the names of those you want to memo-
rialize to the Rectory Office or leave your envelope and 
donation in the collection basket. If you don’t have a 
Flower Offering envelope, please write “Easter Flowers” 

on a plain one and provide us with your name, 
the names of those you wish to memorialize, 

and your donation.

The suggested donation is $15 for each 
memorial. All requests must be received no 
later than Monday, March 29 to ensure they 

are included in the Easter bulletin. Memo-
rial requests received after March 29 will 
be published in a future bulletin. 

Holy Name Food Pantry
will distribute food from the Rectory basement from 
2-3 p.m. on Saturdays, March 27 and April 10 & 24. 

We currently need small packages of rice (1 or 2 lbs.) 
and “potpourri” items such as peanut butter, jam or 

jelly, canned fruit and condiments. 

  Thank you to everyone who donates to our pantry!

Palm Sunday Rosary at HNJ
Members of the Holy Name Council of the Knights of 
Columbus and the Holy Name Society will lead the 
recitation of the Rosary in the Church immediately after 
the 12 Noon Mass (i.e., about 1 p.m.) on Palm Sunday, 
March 28, 2021.

Please join them for this additional great way to start 
Holy Week.



Scripture Insights 
Please consider the following commentary on this Sunday’s readings: 

(Reading I: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Reading II: Hebrews 5:7-9; Gospel: John 12:20-33)

Introductory Note: The late Jesuit Priest and Professor Fr. John Kavanaugh began his commentary (below) on this Sunday’s 
readings with a question a retreat director had asked him: “What is the first formal part of the Eucharist [i.e., of the Mass]?” 
Fr. Kavanaugh answered that question correctly (it’s the Penitential Rite), and then proceeded with his very Lenten-appropriate 
reflection on the connection between Repentance and the Eucharist.

“Repentance and Eucharist
[The retreat director asked me:] ‘What is the first formal part of the Eucharist?’
And then it came to me: the penitential rite. ‘Lord, have mercy.’ [The retreat director] reminded me that the acknowledgment of sin 
was the condition for entry into the covenant of the Eucharist.
What is more, I’ve come to see that the admission of sin is a constant theme of every Mass. I do not mean the implicit willingness 
to ‘repent and believe the Good News’ when we hear the word of God, or the acknowledgment of our inadequacy when we offer our 
prayers of the faithful. I mean, rather, the continuing acknowledgment of our sinful condition at the height of the Communion rite.
In the Our Father, we pray that God ‘forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us’—a scary proposal if you 
spend a minute thinking about it.
Whether we forgive or not, however, the presumption that we are sinners is painfully evident. It’s inescapable. The presider asks 
God, ‘Look not upon our sins, but on the faith of your church,’ immediately prior to the exchange of peace. It is a sinful church that 
chants: ‘you who take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.’ It is the church’s priest who prays before Communion: ‘By your 
holy body and blood, free me from all my sins.’
The lifted-up body and blood of Christ—drawing all things to himself—‘takes away the sins of the world.’ Our response is to 
confess that, although we are not worthy, we are healed at the word of God.
The acknowledgment of our sin is not an embarrassing hindrance to God’s presence. It is the prompting of God’s law, Jeremiah 
reminds us, written in our hearts. It is the condition of the new covenant itself. It is the reason for Jesus’ covenant. ‘This is the cup of 
my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven.’
There are many things we take seriously about our worship—the setting, the music, the preaching—but I wonder if we take seriously 
enough its very ritual words and their meaning. The Eucharistic Prayer is incomprehensible, actually, if we think we are sinless. 
After all, it is the re-enactment of Christ’s sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins.
Our admission of sin is the occasion for singing the glories of God. It is the appreciation of how happy we are to be called to the 
supper. It is the acceptance of the new covenant, Christ’s passion and death embodied in our Eucharist. When we take Communion, 
we take the new law, the new covenant, literally into our bodies, our hearts. And the promise of Jeremiah is realized in the flesh: ‘I 
am yours and you are mine. I will remember your sin no more.’ (Jer 30:34) It is as important to remember why Christ died for us as it 
is to remember that he did so. In fact, the paschal mystery, as well as the Eucharist, cannot make very much sense at all if we fail to 
understand how much we need both. ‘You have set us free, you are the Savior of the world.’ (Memorial Acclamation) 
It is impossible to enter the presence of God, whether in a retreat or in a liturgy, as self-made men and women. We cannot enter the 
covenant blameless and spotless. Nor can we rely upon our good works to make us worthy of this covenant. The only contribution we 
make to this covenant is the acknowledgment of our sin and the trust that it is healed by the redemptive power of God’s love.
If our experience of the Eucharist is bland or boring, if our liturgies seem lifeless or contrived, could it be at least in part due to the 
fact that we do not take seriously either our sinfulness or God’s forgiveness?
After all, the words [from our first Reading from Jeremiah] ‘I will remember their sin no more’ are not very liberating or exciting if 
people think they have no sins to remember.”	 Fr. John Kavanaugh, SJ, The Word Embodied, St. Louis U. Sunday, 3/21/2021

liturgies of that very special week. Masking and social distancing protocols will be observed and Shepherds Hall 
will be available as an overflow space. We very much hope you can be with us in person for the Holy Week and 
Easter Sunday liturgies, but, as the schedule indicates, we will also live-stream them on Holy Name’s Facebook 
page (facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn) and on our web site (HolyNameBrooklyn.com).

Please make a pledge to the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal as part of your Lenten almsgiving. This is very, 
very important for both the Brooklyn Diocese and Holy Name of Jesus Parish. God bless you for your generosity.

A Note From Fr. Larry (continued from front page)

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032121-YearB.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jeremiah/31?34
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Acclamation#Roman_Rite
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032121-YearB.cfm#main-content
http://facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn
http://HolyNameBrooklyn.com


Mass Intentions
Sunday, March 21
7:30 a.m.	 Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m.	 The People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. 	 Hildred Davids
12 p.m.	 Bishop Ignatius Catanello

Monday, March 22
9 a.m.	 Andrew Galligan, Jr.

Tuesday, March 23
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
9 a.m.	 Eileen Purdy

Wednesday, March 24
9 a.m.	 Gladys Jackson

Thursday, March 25
The Annunciation of the Lord
9 a.m.	 Fr. Dennis Farrell

Friday, March 26
9 a.m.	 Edward J. Duggan

Saturday, March 27
9 a.m.	 Lydia Pozo 

Peter Auyeung 
Roshini Terry

5:30 p.m.	 Genevieve Pynn 
Special Health Intentions

Sunday, March 28
7:30 a.m.	 Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m.	 The People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. 	 Peter Ursino
12 p.m.	 Joseph J. Giamboi, III

Please Pray For Those Who Are Ill:
Please pray for the health and wholeness of all the sick and those who give 
them care, especially: Mary Brunton; Helen Rafferty; Allison Mary Heart; Mary 
Hannan; Liam Budgell; Miriam Rodriguez; Ita McGough Santomauro; Richard 
and Frances Day; Jason, Ann and Mary Q.; Tim DeMarco; Christina DeRosa; 
Msgr. Michael Curran; Tracy Pye; Nicoletta Cordero; Kathleen O’Donnell; John 
Passaro; Marie Racioppo; James Flannagan; Joseph Cox; Vincent Camastro; 
Cheryl Jablow; Jean Thomas; Rosie Pira-Ursino; Marilyn Bloom; and all those 
afflicted with the Coronavirus.
(Names will remain on the Sick List for a four-week period. Please call the Rectory If you 
would like to have a name remain for a longer period of time or be returned to the List.)

… and For Our Departed Loved Ones:
We ask for your prayers for those of our community who have gone before us 
into the fullness of life, especially Leonore Sirabella and Elizabeth Jackson, 
and for those they have left behind. Please remember those enrolled in our 
Purgatorial Society as well. 

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord
Thursday, March 25: Prepare to say yes
Today we celebrate the Annunciation, that famous conversation 
between the angel Gabriel and Mary, in which Mary embraced what 
must have been the frightening prospect of bearing the Son of God. 
Mary’s yes is seen as the model for all Christians 
in response to our individual callings, and in 
response to everyday choices to do what is 
most loving, moral, and just. Perhaps today 
you will be called to make a choice for faith-
fulness; prepare yourself now to say yes to 
God, as did Mary.
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word.”

The work and services made possible through your donation to the 
Annual Catholic Appeal help people in Brooklyn and Queens in ways 
that no one parish can on its own. The ACA supports numerous 
ministries throughout the Diocese as well as the efforts of local 
parishes like our own.

The goal at Holy Name of Jesus Parish is $55,623.00.

Once we reach our goal, 100% of all funds we raise above that 
amount will be returned to HNJ to address our expenses and help 
reduce our still large debt. Thank you for your generosity.

TO DONATE:

Scan the QR Code: 

go to: 
AnnualCatholicAppeal.org

or
text ACA to 917-336-1255

http://AnnualCatholicAppeal.org

