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Prayer on the Occasion of the Inauguration of a Public Official 
Archbishop John Carroll was the first Archbishop of the United States from a prominent Catholic family that included signers 
of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Archbishop Carroll composed this prayer for the First Inauguration of 
George Washington in 1789. The Prayer, with somewhat more contemporary language, is now in the Catholic Book of Blessings.

Almighty and eternal God, 
you have revealed your glory to all nations. 

God of power and might, wisdom and justice, 
through you authority is rightly administered, 
laws are enacted, and judgment is decreed.

For the President: 
Assist with your spirit of counsel and fortitude 

the President of these United States, 
that his/her administration may be conducted in righteousness, 

and be eminently useful to your people over whom he/she presides. 
May he/she encourage due respect for virtue and religion. 

May he/she execute the laws with justice and mercy. 
May he/she seek to restrain crime, vice, and immorality.…

We likewise commend to your unbounded mercy 
all citizens of the United States, 

that we be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the observance of your holy law. 
May we be preserved in union and that peace which the world cannot give; 

and, after enjoying the blessings of this life, 
be admitted to those which are eternal. 
We pray to you, who are Lord and God, 

for ever and ever. 
R/. Amen.
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Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m.*
Saturday: 9 a.m.; 5:30 p.m. (Vigil)
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m.* (Spanish), 10:30 a.m.*, Noon.
Masses noted with * are also live streamed on our Facebook page. 

Church Open for Private Prayer 
Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to Noon

Confessions: By Appointment
Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals: 

Please call the Rectory

http://www.holynamebrooklyn.com
https://www.facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn


Collection Results — January 17, 2021
1st COLLECTION TOTAL TO PARISH ................................ $4,702
(This includes: $1,648 in church envelopes, $753 in loose cash and 
checks in baskets, $2,301 from Faith Direct weekly collection.)

2nd COLLECTION TOTAL TO PARISH .................................. $763  
(This includes $405 in Parish Building Repair envelopes, $208 in 
loose cash in 2nd collection and $150 from Faith Direct)

CATCH UP COLLECTION ................................................ $1,791
(This includes $1,751 in previous 1st collection envelopes and 
$40 in 2nd collection Parish Building Repair envelopes.)

This weekend, January 23/24, our 2nd Collection will be the 
Annual National Collection for Churches in Need. The reve-
nue from this collection will pastoral programs for Churches in 
the poorer areas of Latin America, the Caribbean, Central and 
Eastern Europe, and Africa. Funded projects include evangeli-
zation; formation of seminarians, lay leaders, and catechists; 
church renovations; and social programs.

Thank you for your generosity!
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Holy Name of Jesus Church
245 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY  11215

Livestream: facebook.com/holynamebrooklyn

Holy Hour for Life
Sunday, January 24, 2021

at 3 p.m.

The Holy Hour will include: Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, recitation of the Rosary, a brief 

Reflection, Silent Prayer for the protection of all 
human life from conception to natural death, 

and Benediction.

Let’s Help SJWCA Save Some Soles!
Are you looking for a home for all those shoes and sneakers that you no longer wear or that your kids 
have outgrown? Then, please join HNJ Parish as we support our aligned St. Joseph the Worker Catholic 
Academy’s shoe drive. 
Through Sunday, January 31, you can donate pairs of new and gently used shoes, sneakers and boots by 
placing them in a closed bag and depositing them in one of the marked bins in the Church vestibule. All 
sizes will be accepted. Please ensure they are clean and in wearable condition (no tears, broken heels, 
etc.). In keeping with COVID protocols, the donation bins will be emptied and sanitized frequently.   
Re-purposing your old shoes can help to change lives. SJWCA will receive money for technology and schol-
arships from the charity Funds2Orgs based on the total weight of the footwear collected. Funds2Orgs will 
then distribute the shoes throughout their network of micro-entrepreneurs to help them create, main-
tain, and grow small businesses in developing countries. Proceeds from the sales of the collected shoes 
will be used to feed, clothe, and house their families.

Welcome to Fr. Emmanuel Conduah!
We welcome Fr. Emmanuel Conduah who became a res-
ident priest in HNJ Rectory on January 15. Fr. Emmanuel 
is the new Catholic Chaplain at NYU 
Langone (Lutheran) and New York 
Presbyterian (Methodist) Hospitals, 
replacing Fr. Austin Emeh.

He will be saying Mass in HNJ 
Church when his chaplain duties 
allow him the time to do so. We 
are very happy to have Fr. Emmanuel with us!

https://www.facebook.com/HolyNameBrooklyn


A Note From Fr. Larry
I’m writing this note on the morning after Inauguration Day in Washington, DC. We are thankful that our new Presi-

dent and Vice-President were sworn in with dignity and without incident. We wish them God’s blessings in leading our nation 
in what continue to be difficult times.

Catholic clergy had significant roles in events associated with the Inauguration. Cardinal Wilton Gregory, the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Washington, DC, gave the Invocation at the Memorial Service for COVID victims held at the Lincoln Memorial 
on the evening before the Inauguration. After praying for all those who died from the coronavirus, for their families and loved 
ones, and for those who cared for the victims and families of the virus, Cardinal Gregory closed his Invocation as follows:

“Our sorrow unites us to one another as a single people with compassionate hearts. May our prayer strengthen our 
awareness of our common humanity and our national unity at a time when harmony is a balm that seeks to comfort and 
strengthen us as a single people facing a common threat that is no respecter of age, race, culture, or gender. Let us with one 
heart commend those who have died from this virus and all of their loved ones to the Providential care of the One who is the 
ultimate source of peace, unity and concord. Amen”. 

On the morning of the Inauguration, President-Elect Biden and Vice President-Elect Harris, as well as members of 
their families and other public officials, attended a Mass in St. Matthew’s Cathedral in downtown Washington. Fr. Kevin 
O’Brien, SJ, the President of Santa Clara University and a long-time friend of the Bidens, was the celebrant and homilist. The 
following are some excerpts from Fr. O’Brien’s homily:  

“Our Lord delights in [your] holy desire to do good and responds with both a promise and a noble commission.

First, the noble commission.

The Gospel reading comes from St. Luke (chap. 4, verses 14-21), which is like Jesus’ inaugural address. At the begin-
ning of his ministry, Jesus goes home to Nazareth, visits the synagogue, and reaches deep within his Jewish tradition to tell his 
neighbors what his public life is about. Invoking the prophet Isaiah, which we heard in the first reading (chap. 58, verses 6- 11), 
he promises to care for the poor, free the oppressed, and relieve people of their burdens.

I am sure that today’s inaugural address will be a bit longer than Jesus’ brief reading from the Jewish scriptures! 
But knowing the Bidens, I am confident that the substance of today’s inaugural address will echo Jesus’ message because 
your public service is animated by the same conviction to help and protect people and to advance justice and reconciliation, 
especially for those who are too often looked over and left behind, the people whose voices you raised in the campaign and 
throughout your public life.  Continued on back page…

Scripture inSightS 
Please consider the following commentary on this Sunday’s readings:

(Reading I: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Reading II: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Gospel: Mark 1:14-20)

“Today’s First Reading from the Book of Jonah can easily give us the wrong impression of this prophet. Why? This 
selection provides the picture of a prophet who hears the Word of God and immediately responds to what the Lord com
mands. It is important for us to know that in the first three verses of the book, we hear God giving Jonah a more detailed 
command to preach against Nineveh. How does Jonah respond? He completely ignores this command and flees in the 
opposite direction! The material between Jonah’s first and second command from the Lord is familiar to many. While on 
a ship headed away from Nineveh, the prophet is thrown overboard during a storm, is swallowed by a large fish, and then 
prays to God, after which he is spewed onto dry land. Then, only then, do we hear today’s reading that portrays Jonah 
as the obedient prophet. Interestingly, the Psalm refrain ‘Teach me your ways, 0 Lord,’ would certainly have been an 
appropriate prayer for this prophet. 
Our short passage from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians and the opening lines from Mark’s Gospel account remind 
us that God’s king dom is near. The Gospel continues with material not unlike what we heard from the Book of Jonah. 
Both of these excerpts can be referred to as ‘call narratives,’ texts in which an individual or indi viduals are called by God 
and given a particular command. You may notice that Mark’s call of Simon and Andrew (as well as James and John) is 
somewhat different from how John presented the call of these two men in last Sunday’s Gospel.

 < Knowing that Jonah was not immediately obedient to God’s command, consider how much you are like this prophet.
 < How might you incorporate into your prayer life the psalm refrain ‘Teach me your ways, 0 Lord’?
 < Consider times in your life when God has extended an invitation to you. How did you feel about that invitation? How 
did you respond to that call?” (Liturgical Training Publications, At Home With The Word 2021, p.41) 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012421.cfm#main-content


Mass Intentions
sunday, January 24
7:30 a.m. Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m. Alcedo Abreu 

The People of the Parish
10:30 a.m.  Margaret & Daniel Sullivan
12 p.m. The People of the Parish

monday, January 25
Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

9 a.m. Patrick O’Halloran

tuesday, January 26
Sts. Timothy & Titus, Bishops

9 a.m. William McInerney

Wednesday, January 27
St. Angele Merici, Virgin & Religious Founder 

9 a.m. Eva & Nestor Mendez

thursday, January 28
St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church

9 a.m.    Dominic Byrne

friday, January 29
9 a.m. James & Margaret Galligan

saturday, January 30
9 a.m. The People of the Parish
5:30 p.m. Anthony Masella 

William P. Donovan 
William Krumbholz 
In Thanks to St. Anthony

sunday, January 31
7:30 a.m. Parish Purgatorial Society
9 a.m. The People of the Parish
10:30 a.m.  William Elliott
12 p.m. Eugenia Cymbala

Please Pray For Those Who Are Ill:
Please pray for the health and wholeness of all the sick and those who give 
them care, especially: Allison Mary Heart, Mary Hannan, Liam Budgell, 
Miriam Rodriguez, Ita McGough Santomauro; Richard and Frances Day; Jason, 
Ann and Mary Q.; Tim DeMarco; Christina DeRosa; Msgr. Michael Curran; 
Tracy Pye; Nicoletta Cordero; Kathleen O'Donnell; John Passaro; Marie 
Racioppo; James Flannagan; Joseph Cox; Madison P. Levy; Vincent Camastro; 
Cheryl Jablow; Jean Thomas; Rosie Pira-Ursino; Marilyn Bloom; and all those 
afflicted with the Coronavirus.
(Names will remain on the Sick List for a four-week period. Please call the Rectory If you 
would like to have a name remain for a longer period of time or be returned to the List.)

… and For Our Departed Loved Ones:
We ask for your prayers for those of our community who have gone before us 
into the fullness of life, especially Robert W. Farrell, and for those they have 
left behind. Please remember those enrolled in our Purgatorial Society, as well.

Holy Name Food Pantry
We will distribute food from 
the Rectory basement from  

2-3 p.m. on 
Saturdays, Jan. 30 and Feb. 13 & 27. 

At this time Progresso soup, tuna, and 
cereal are needed.  

Thank you to our Religious Education 
Confirmation students 

who donated food to Holy 
Name’s Pantry as part of 

their Confirmation 
service projects.

A Note From Fr. Larry (Continued from previous page)

This is your noble commission. This is the divine summons for all of us, 
no matter our faith background or walk of life.

As you live out this mission as servant leaders, I also remind you of the 
Lord’s promise, so beautifully proclaimed in the second reading from Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians (chap. 4, verses 4-9): “The Lord is near. Have no anxiety 
at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your 
requests known to God …. Then the God of peace will be with you.”

Our prayers today rise up to the God who promises to be with us and 
who gives us a noble commission to make this world a more just and gentle 
place. When we embrace both our noble commission and divine promise, some-
thing remarkable happens. In the words of the prophet Isaiah which we heard: 
“the light shall break forth like the dawn.” After too much darkness, the dawn 
breaks today, this inaugural day. Let us meet the dawn together, brothers and 
sisters, emboldened by our faith and civic conviction, full of promise and hope”. 

Archbishop Jose Gomez, President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, issued the USCCB’s Statement on the Inauguration. In his statement 
Archbishop Gomez indicated that he was praying that God would grant Biden, 
the country’s second Catholic president (John F. Kennedy was the first) the “wis-
dom and courage ... to meet the tests of these times”.  The Archbishop restated 
the Church’s strong position against abortion as well as concerns about many 
other threats to human life and dignity including euthanasia, the death penalty, 
immigration policy, racism, poverty, health care, the environment, economic 
development and international peace.   Archbishop Gomez concluded his state-
ment saying that Biden’s call for national healing and unity is a welcome one, 
saying it was “urgently needed” as the country continues to confront the pan-
demic and social isolation “that has only worsened the intense and long-simmer-
ing divisions among our fellow citizens.”; and by calling for continued prayer that 
“God will give our new president, and all of us, the grace to seek the common 
good with all sincerity.” That statement and the excellent January 20th article on 
that statement in the Brooklyn Diocesan newspaper, The Tablet, are well worth 
reading. Both are available on-line.

Teach me your ways, O Lord - Psalm 25Teach me your ways, O Lord - Psalm 25


